The campaign being waged by the Greek Cypriot authorities against those who seek to promote the development and welfare of the KKTC continues to escalate and the threats and propaganda which up until now has mainly been aimed at non-residents in an attempt to scare them away is now being directed at citizens and residents of the North as well.

Not content with idle threats to use European Union mutual recognition directives to enforce judgments of the Greek Cypriot Courts against those who have assets in other EU countries the Greek Cypriot authorities now raise the spectre of criminal proceedings through the use of the European Arrest Warrant.  

The first example of this phase in the battle is the reported issue of a European Arrest Warrant against Mark Unwin, a leading estate agent in the North.  Clearly, the Greek Cypriots are now determined to threaten not just the innocent individuals such as Mr and Mrs Orams but to wage their war against the estate agents, developers and business people who have done so much to improve the economic situation in the North over the past few years.

As Managing Director of PI Property International Limited and its KKTC associated company Medview Homes Limited I continue to treat these threats as of the utmost seriousness and the resources of my in-house legal and research department continue to concentrate on dispelling the myths which the Greek Cypriot propaganda machine concocts with increasing vehemence and inventiveness.

Martin Clitheroe LL.B (Hons), my Group In-House Legal Advisor has already addressed the issues of the European Arrest Warrant in his article which can be found on the website of the President of the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus at http://www.trncpresidency.org/press/news/revised_opininon_orams_eaw.htm but the position needs to be restated even more strongly given the latest escalation in the “dirty war” which the Greeks Cypriots are waging.

It is hardly any time at all since the Greek Cypriots were assuring Turkish Cypriots that the changes in the criminal law which they were introducing were not aimed at them.  Briefly, those changes were put forward with the cynical aim of increasing the penalties under existing legislation so as to bring them within the parameters which need to be met for the European Arrest Warrant to come into play. Deputy Androulla Vasiliou was quoted in the press at the time the proposed changes were mooted in the Greek Cypriot Parliament as saying, “The aim is not to get Turkish Cypriots, but to prevent foreigners from taking Greek Cypriot land in the occupied north”.  Tell that to Huseyin Cagman, the Turkish Cypriot owner of the Hurma Restaurant in Magasa who is being threatened with proceedings and the issue of a Warrant if he does not comply.

Many Turkish Cypriots have dual nationality.  They hold the passports not only of the KKTC but also of the Greek Cypriot Republic.  They are concerned about their position both if they travel to the South but also if they travel to Europe via Turkey.

One thing is for certain.  Anyone who travels to the South of Cyprus takes a risk.  Whatever the legality of the position a Greek Cypriot Court can make whatever decision it likes and can ensure that such decisions are enforced against anyone who is within their jurisdiction.  That cannot be argued with and the question of whether it is legal, just or right for the Greek Cypriot Courts to seek to claim jurisdiction over property which has been outside its actual control for over 30 years is purely hypothetical.  If the Greek Cypriot system has a person within its grasp then it can do as it likes.

The more important question is whether the tentacles of the Greek Cypriot administration can extend to the rest of Europe, and particularly in this context, England.  The Greek Cypriots would have us believe that it is a foregone conclusion.  As members of the EU they issue a European Arrest Warrant and any other member state will extradite the alleged criminal back to Cyprus without a second thought.

That could not be further from the truth.  Yes, the European Directive as expressed in English Law by the Extradition Act 2003 does make such a scenario possible but not where Cyprus is concerned.  And that is no intended slur on Cyprus and its legal system on the part of the British Government.  The automatic provisions on which the Greek Cypriot Authorities pretend to rely apply to only seven countries – not even France or Germany, founder members of the European Union, can exercise that right.

Cyprus, in common with all but seven favoured nations, is what the Extradition Act 2003 defines as a “Part 2 Territory”.  And so far as Part 2 Territories are concerned the Extradition Act 2003 may only be used in the case of an crime which is defined as an “extradition offence”.  An extradition offence is one which carries a possible prison sentence of 12 months or more and which is a crime both in the country seeking extradition and also England.  Trespass or occupation or dealing in land in the way it is taking place in KKTC is not a criminal offence in England and so an application to England by the Greek Cypriot regime for the extradition of an offender to Cyprus would be bound to fail.   What is more, even were the Greek Cypriots able to find some offence which might constitute a crime in both countries if they were an “offence” committed in Northern Cyprus then the Extradition Act could not apply.  The Extradition Act in its wording refers not to “countries” but to “territories” and the English High Court has already decided that Cyprus is made up of two territories, each with its own system of law.

The European Arrest Warrant need hold no fears for Turkish Cypriots or others.  The threat is an empty one and just another example of the increasingly desperate steps being taken by the Greek Cypriots to maintain its persecution and isolation of the KKTC and its people.
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